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Harry Croft

Adios, Adieu, Sayonara, See Ya
Later e.

I't6s been anot her
socializing with OYCers! While we just
completed the Santa Cruise to Occoquan,
we still have the December 12" Holiday
Party/Change of Watch to attend, and my
term as Commodore is rapidly coming to an
end. It has been an honor that | wish all
members could enjoy. OYC is a special
yacht c¢club by wvirtue
no pomp and ceremony, and possibly the
most ambitious cruise schedules of any
other club on the river and bay.

The highlights of the past year included the
December Change of Watch holiday party at
Laurel Hill Golf Club, cruises all over the
Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay, our
victorious capture of the PRYCA Cup, and
once again, ending with our holiday party.
One of the hardest duties | had this year was
selecting the
Cup. There are so many people over the
years who have graciously donated their
time and efforts to OYC for the benefit of all.
To select just one person or couple is a task
that | would not wish on anyone. This
year s recipients
unobtrusively supported OYC in many ways.
Most people dondt
that so many do to make OYC the special
club that itis. So when you hear the winner
of the Commodoreds
measure of pride in that the Cup is a
reflection of the volunteer spirit that you all

seem to have. OYC thanks you and | thank
you.

This year also brought some sadness with

the passing of Tom Coldwell, a dear friend

and ardent OYC supporter. It was my first
cruise with OYC and on T
Yorktown) where | <celebr
birthday and our anniversary. The warmth

and humor that Tom and Mary Ann

g r e aftended 8 lis cdhvince® listhf tiie Valug of @ N d

belonging to OYC. Tom had a great sense

of humor and wit that we all will miss. So,

while celebrating our good fortune at this
yeards holiday party, [
and tell a good joke. H

The 2010 OYC Bridge will be left in good

thiinds® Fhe nell Bdinmbdbrd, Pdl EréfSi€0 -

bit inexperienced and will require much
counseling and help to be as successful as
me. She also has a new Vice Commodore
who, when not being argumentative, is a
very experienced mariner and even has a
few good ideas to make the coming year a
successful one. Seriously, this new Bridge
is top notch. Pat Croft will bring a great
sense of order and detail to an otherwise
unruly bunch of mariners and Tom Lensis is
a very experienced boater, aviator, and

reci pi e phyrepeheurt dhdverfiBcRyndve 4 € 0 s

beautiful and supportive wife, Donnal

As | leave the Bridge, my heartfelt thanks to
those who have supported me and OYC. As
IPC, Joe Livingston made sure | didnd make

h av enyGetibu@ brfot. L&rR Ereedman put
_together a great cruise schedule; John )
N ot iygifze frdvibied thebBst Hehind-the-&endsh i n g

logistical support; Kathie McCormally
squeezed every penny out of the budget;

C U Rand 1a¥tl9, thy Seérétarylpided nfe with

no end of literary criticism of my articles!

(contdéd page 2)
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Our support staff was outstanding. | have never

received so many membership spreadsheets as | did
from llona Zsirai. Carol Belcher kept my spelling and
syntax in order. Jim Dooley did a fantastic job of
Quartermaster for which he
Sea Ray. Did | mention we need replacements for Jim
and Carol? Call the new Commodore! Ned Rhodes
worked his electronic wizardry on our website. Nabil
Dubraque, our Historian, having joined the ranks of

those who cruise faster than a sailboat, outdid himself
with the new Directory. Now if | could understand all the
other things he says | would be considered
educumacated, or is it
pint!, er point!

erudit

Without further ado, Harry, Bay Dreamer out.

Rear Commodore

John Heinze

Tom Coldwell 7 A Farewell

Rebecca and | had the privilege of attending the
memorial services for Tom Coldwell, long-time OYC
member, held November 23rd at Arlington National
Cemetery. Tom was buried with full military honors as
fitting his 26 years as of active service in the U.S. Navy,
including service during the Vietnam War. Typical of
Tom, he seldom mentioned his military career or the fact
that he had retired as a navy Captain.

The reception following was full of great memories of
Tom, thanks to his gracious wife Mary Ann and a
packed reception hall of family and friends who gathered
to share some of the memories of a full life well lived.

Tom and Mary Ann had moved to Cary, NC, several
years ago and so may not be known to newer members
of OYC. Prior to relocating, they had been very active
members of the club, with Tom serving as Daymarker
editor, and Mary Ann as the editor® editor, for over 11
years, a feat of service beyond any recognition OYC
could offer.

Secretary

Pat Croft

new 360
=y

- -
, ok
M You are Cordially | nv i t ié*,

When your mail arrived, the envelope appeared to be
thadfiést Christgnas waadyof the saasor, senht ort itk way
early by some over-achieving Martha Stewart-type. But
then you sawviheddYcw@ade
was something speci al

been waiting for i to attend the OYC Holiday Party and
Change of Watch.

‘ve a brand

H

So if you are an over-achieving Martha Stewart-type,
you sat right down, wrote out the check, and tossed that
reply card right back in the mailbox. An amazing
number of you must actually be that type, based on the
replies that have been filling up the OYC Post Office
Box. But for those of you who may have filed the

i nvitati on i n tyolkaep onéhie kitbherx 6
counter, or even better, stuck it to the fridge with a
seashell magnet, | just want to remind you that by now
it is December 1, the RSVP date noted on the reply
card.

Not to worry; if you stashed your invitation away in a
drawer when you performed the clean sweep just before
your Thanksgiving guests arrived, there is still time to
dig it out and send in your reservation for the best party
on the OYC calendar. And if you stashed it away so

deep you canb6t fGnderstandi Whatewera
it takes, just get your re
on all the fun.

The party will again be held at Laurel Hill Golf Club, with
the cocktail hour starting at 6:30. Dinner will be served
at 7:25, and will include a salad, a prime rib carving
station, a buffet with chicken marsala, cheese tortellini,
mashed potatoes, and French beans, all masterfully
prepared by chef Edisson Rosales. After the
presentation of awards and installation of the new board,

. wedl | .dance _tolhelivennugicot Smallw a y
Many people have stories abou'l'owrcﬂ,—t%er%gmsebasnéetﬂa%p%rfoPm}éd%r%smagtryear.

i and he had a great one i but my favorite story is about
his kindness i he was always willing to help. When |
was getting starting in boating and needed a more
experienced boater to help me bring Great Escape
around from Harrington Harbor to Fairfax YC, Tom
helped me bring it around. And he taught me to look for
safe short-cuts and many other practical boating skills.

Thanks, Tom. John Heinze, Great Escape
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Bring along the green stuff in your wallet, because there
will be a 50/50 drawing, as well as a raffle and all
manner of opportunities to spend a little cash. There will
also be door prizes and table prizes, with no cash
necessary.

The suggested attire for the evening is black tie optional;
itds the one event of the
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deck shoes and strap on the dancing shoes. If you have
been wanting a chance to dress up, this is the night

youbve been waiting for,; if
thatds OK, too. But, ju
winterized, so too shoul

up in your swimsuit!

This event, more than any other on our schedule,
presents an opportunity to adhere to our club motto:
AEat, drink, and have fun,
boating friends. See you at Laurel Hill, December 12!

Pat Croft, Bay Dreamer

Great Cruise Reviews

Hardy Souls Cruise 6-8 November
It Was Easy to Be Hardy

Depending on when you counted and who you counted,
up to fifteen boats braved the 70+ degree weather for
the annual Hardy Souls cruise this year. Like last year,
our destination was the National Harbour and dock
master Eric made the whole process easy and parked
us all in a line on A dock. The ride up on Friday was a bit
brisk and due to the cool weather, we moved the Friday
night cocktail party inside Impulse. | am not sure how we
got 20+ people on the boat, but | do know that we had to
turn the heat down since we were generating so much of
it on our own. Snacks were rotated between the cockpit
and the lower deck so everyone got to sample
everything. Only the hardiest of souls returned after
dinner for dessert on Impulse.
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Hardy Dog Walkers Steve, Nick, Samantha r”Swabbyo
AKA Kiersten, Arleen, Abby, Teresa and Corky.

The 7:30 dog walk on Saturday started out brisk but the
day was clear and bright. The goal was to walk over the
Wilson Bridge and | am happy to report that we
accomplished our goal as shown in the accompanying
picture above. Although the walk was longer than
normal (three hours), we all found it rewarding for the
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i d piccusesnan lge viemed at s n 6 t
t  a s htty:/fpicasawbbaaotyle.cor/redrindes/HardySouls02?

views we had of the River and Old Town, Alexandria.
There was a lot to see and the full complement of
your thing,

s
d vy o uauthkeyGwd sRoOKBuxuPw 86hBlg&faad=tirectlimko w

After an afternoon of shopping and lunch, we all
assembled for light cocktails at the T-Pier. At 7:30 we all
made the walk up to the Public House where we had

i n madéresercatonsfoa dinper. ddt onty did they take our

reservations, but they had our table ready for 28 people
and two attentive waitpersons took good care of us
throughout the evening. Everyone reported that the food
was good and that it was nice to be able to get the
whole group in one location for dinner. After the lengthy
payment process (one bill, but separate payments), half
the group went to the piano bar across the street while
others went back to the boats.

Sunday we were greeted with sunny weather for the
7:30 dog walk and continued on throughout the day. The
dockside brunch was well attended and no one went
without enough food and the Bloody Marys supplied by
the Sorrentis.

Gl
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Sunday Morning Brunch on the Docksd it Iooks like
Thanksgiving dinner arrived early!

The fleet departed throughout the day with some staying
to soak up the welcome sun on the docks. All agreed it
was a good weekend.


http://picasaweb.google.com/nedrhodes/HardySouls02?authkey=Gv1sRgCKPuxuPw_86hBg&feat=directlink
http://picasaweb.google.com/nedrhodes/HardySouls02?authkey=Gv1sRgCKPuxuPw_86hBg&feat=directlink

The following families
by the Hardy Souls Cruise coordinator: Rhodes, Bozoky,
Dooley, Thompson, Freedman, Willetts, Morgan,
Nalevanko, Bell, Sorrenti, Jorsey, Schall, Gibbons and
Mansour.

Ned Rhodes, Impulse

Santa Cruise 28 Nov 09

The write up for this year's cruise to deliver Ole St Nick
from OHM to the Occoquan Town Dock to kick off the
Occoquan Merchant Association's holiday season will be
different from those in the past. In addition to listing all
the participating boats, this year | will list both boats and
participants.

Santa, aboard Plane to Sea Il, waves as he passes
under the 1-95 bridge (is that the Grinch hanging over
the bow?)

This is easy (and necessary to fill up copy space)
because we had only two boats parading: Plane to Sea
Il with Allen and Lynanne Jorsey, and Bay Dreamer with
Harry and Pat Croft. More shockingly, we had only six
additional individuals participating: Mindi, Tim and Carl
Harbin, Walt and Susan Cheatham, and Dave Moore.
Yes, that's a total of two boats and ten people (plus
Santa). And, this was on a beautiful late fall day with
plenty of sunshine, crisp, but moderate, temperature,
and a brisk, but acceptable, breeze. I've sent along the
extra picture in the next column so all who were absent
can see what a nice event it actually was. Start planning
now to participate next year the Saturday after
Thanksgiving when the economy will be back, we will all
have free health care, and it will be 80 degrees and
sunny for the annual OYC Santa Cruise.

Walt Cheatham,Wal t 6s on Water

have

been deemed fiMost Hardyo
Safeont he docks with Sant a!
werenbdét there?
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What | am Thankful For

With the Thanksgiving holiday just over and that great
turkey meal finally digested, | took time to pause and
remember to be thankful. | find it delightful that the US
Thanksgiving holiday is five weeks later than the
Canadian holiday. This is undoubtedly because of the
earlier onset of really serious winter weather north of the
49" paralleld in most of Canada, winter sets in before
mid-October. By now, rain is just a faint and fading
memory in the minds of Canadians and we tend not to
think about any hint of warm weather precipitation, if we
can avoid doing so, because the next time most
Canadians will experience rain again will be in mid-April.
| am not kidding!

I am very thankful for a great OYC boating season that
Eric and | enjoyed on the
Canadian aware of the proper spelling and
pronunciation, Donna. Really, until | came here, | had
no idea what
doesndt travel “iparhllel). Ascalways,
we enjoyed the company of the most convivial and
experienced boaters around and explored new marinas
as well as returned to some of our old favorite marinas.

| am so thankful for all the wonderful memories of this
summer 6s Whiledn souteitg the Memorial Day
event in Solomons Island, we will never forget that very
still Saturday morning at Tall Timbers with Randy and
Susan Willetts when we saw a beautiful ray glide past us
in the still water, just the tips of his fins breaking the
surface. That was a truly enchanting sight. We loved
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