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Boating Safety 
 
I hate to be a nag but a recent accident 
highlights the need for constant vigilance on 
the water.  DONôT DRINK and DRIVE is a 
great rule for boat operation as well as car 
operation.  As the pictures on the next page 
(this is on the little island in Occoquan Bay) 
so clearly illustrate, there are several 
lessons that can be expounded on here. 
 

1. Donôt drink and drive ï The local 
authorities are really clamping down 
on drinking while steering a boat.  
Not only do you imperil your life and 
the lives of those traveling with you, 
but you could easily harm other 
boaters, me perhaps!   Travel the 
river and bays, park the boat, and 
enjoy your favorite beverage, but be 
aware of your condition before you 
drive away! 

2. Avoid night boating ï Night travel 
is inherently dangerous due to 
debris in the water, logs etc., other 
boats that arenôt well lit, 
disorientation due to lights, and of 
course, inexperienced boaters.  
Even experienced Captains take 
night operations very seriously.   Iôm 
sure the owner of the marooned 
boat didnôt intentionally run up on 
the island, but limited night vision, 
alcohol perhaps, and knowledge of 
the area all may have been factors.  

3. Speed ï Many boaters simply go 
too fast for the conditions.  Limited 
visibility and wave action all dictate 
a change in speed.  Lowering the 

speed can often result in a more 
comfortable ride and increased time 
for reacting to dangerous conditions, 
such as meeting a boat head-on in 
the fog! 

4. Dock safety ï Wear foot covering 
whether it is flip flops, deck shoes, 
sneakers, etc, but bare footing the 
docks can result in a serious 
splinters, cuts, and slipping.  How 
many times have you seen kids 
running on the docks with no shoes?  
Not a good thing!  Another safe 
practice is for kids to wear a 
floatation device when on the docks 
at any time.  Kids will be kids and 
running and playing without some 
measure of safety is perilous.  
Protect them with safety vests.  
There are a wide variety of 
comfortable vests that will keep their 
heads above water.  

 
As we come to the end of another 
successful boating season, I was really 
pleased to see how many OYCers were out 
cruising the river and bay on Labor Day 
weekend.  OYC had boats in Crisfield for the 
Crab Derby and Boat Handling contests; 
several boats in Solomons Island, and 
several boats in St. Maryôs River.   As 
reported to me, even with a few mechanical 
problems, everyone had a grand time and 
made it back to their home ports without 
injury or harm to the boats.  
 
The ñCUPò from our victory at the PRYCA 
Float-In is making the rounds for those who 
participated in the contest.  Weôve allotted a 
monthôs time for bragging rights with Jim 
Hawley and Meimie Tidrow having the first 
go at displaying the trophy for their kayak 
race.  Tom Lensis is next up for his 
masterful navigation test results. 
(contôd page 2)
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Rick and Teresa Sorrenti, Jim and Judy Dooley, Eric 
and Carol Belcher and lastly, my first wife and current 
bride, Pat, will all get a chance to display The ñCUPò for 
a monthôs time! 
 
Volunteers Needed:  Please consider volunteering for a 
position on the Board or Staff.   OYC cannot operate 
without the assistance of volunteers to do a wide variety 
of jobs.  Many of the same people, year after year, step 
forward and keep the club going.  None of the positions 
take a lot of time, but they are all critical to the continued 
operation of OYC.  Call our OYC IPC, Joe Livingston, or 
me if you interested.  
 
 

 
Whew!  Iôm glad the Captain had a fender out, just in 
case he hit a tree! 
 
 

 Maybe the Captain wanted a closer look at the duck 
blind? After all, itôs almost hunting season. 

 
Harry, Bay Dreamer 
 
 

 
Fall Activities and Boat shows 
 

While we enjoy fall cruising with its cooler 
weather and less crowded destinations, it is also the 
start of the boat show season.  You all may be familiar 
with the two big shows in Annapolis ï on Oct. 8 -12 for 
the sailboaters and 15 ï 18 October for the rest of us, 
including Nabil.  These shows are huge and a great 
experience even if you are not looking for a boat, 
because of all of the equipment vendors who will have 
booths set up at the shows.  Check out 
www.usboat.com for more information. 

You may not be familiar with another, smaller 
show that will take place in Solomons, MD at the Calvert 
Marina ï TrawlerFest on Oct 2 - 4.  This show 
specializes in that hazy class of boats known as trawlers 
and is much less crowded than the Annapolis shows.  
This means that you can take your time poking around 
the boats more and chatting with the boat designers who 
are sometimes at these shows.  Itôs a lot of fun to ask 
these guys why they did something the way they did.  If 
you are an express cruiser/go fast person, you are going 
to want to skip this show.  Check out 
www.passagemaker.com for more information. 
 
Larry, Takinô to the Sea 
 

 
 

 
 

OYC Labor Day Cruise to St. Maryôs 
Yachting Center 
 
The Labor Day Cruise to St. Maryôs Yachting Center had 
everything you could want in a cruise ï good weather, 
good friends, good food and good times in a lovely 
setting.  Randy and Susan Willetts (Takinô it Easy) and 
Rebecca and I (Great Escape) arrived on Friday 
afternoon, just in time for afternoon libations.  This was 
followed by dinner under the stars at the Tiki Bar, and 
karaoke music featuring surprisingly good performance 
by 8-year old Caitlin and old timer ñWild Bill,ò who 
received a standing ovation from us. 
 
Saturday morning included walks around the well-kept 
marina and campgrounds followed by the arrival of Eric 
and Carol Belcher and their friends Skip and Julia Beall 
(Time2Play) and Steve and Jill Stanley (Bout Time).  
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After a ñbrutalò afternoon of relaxing by the pool, we had 
a delightful group dinner at the restaurant followed by 
live music under the stars from a quite decent band at 
the Tiki Bar. 
 

 
OYC members enjoy dinner at the Torpedo Grill restaurant at 
St. Mary's Yachting Center. L to R: John Heinze, Steve and Jill 
Stanley, Randy and Susan Willetts, Rebecca Heinze, and 
Carol and Eric Belcher (blocked from view in background: Skip 
and Julia Beall) 

 
Sunday was another beautiful day and we made the 
most of it by relaxing by the pool and by kayak rides on 
the river, truly one of the best ways to appreciate the 
scenic beauty and serenity of the St. Maryôs river.  
Sunday evening we cooked out on a grill furnished by 
the marina, listened to the band play at the Tiki Bar, 
watched the sunset and just enjoyed the conversation. 
 

 
Eric and Carol's friends Skip and Julia Beall. 
 
Monday morning we were up at the crack of 9:30 for a 
delicious shared brunch featuring bellinis (sparking wine, 
peach purée and peach schnapps) provided by 
Rebecca.  I am pleased to report that all of us made it 
safety back to the marina, where we shared tall tales of 
our adventures with others who had celebrated Labor 
Day by enjoying boating. 
 
Looking forward to more funé 
 
John & Rebecca, Great Escape  
 

 

 
 

OCTOBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING TO 
FEATURE TRIPLE EPICUREAN 
CHALLENGE: 
APPETIZERS   CHILI     DESSERTS 

 
Sometimes itôs hard to break from tradition.   The OYC 
board found that to be the case  when it tried to bring a 
little variety to the October Membership meeting this 
year by replacing the time-honored Chili Contest with 
something ï anything ï different. 
 
Many ideas were discussed, including Oktoberfest, 
which is the event the published calendar proclaims to 
be taking place, along with the annual election of board 
members.  However, while the election will indeed be 
held, donôt expect to find any bratwurst on the menu.  
That is, unless some inventive chef finds a way to 
include it in their chili recipe. 
 
When it came down to the final decision, the board 
concluded that it just wouldnôt be an October 
Membership Meeting without the chili.  So we are 
challenging all OYC members, culinary novices and chili 
champions alike, to enter the annual Chili Cook Off at 
our October Membership meeting.  Show us whatch 
yaô got, pawdner!  Bring on the hot sauce, the chipotle, 
whatever secret ingredient your óas yet to be discoveredô 
or óworld-famousô recipe calls for, and  lay it on the line ï 
this yearôs winner will take home the first-ever OYC 
Chili-Champion trophy!  Thatôs right ï trophy! ï along 
with the obvious, associated bragging rights and a $20 
gift certificate to the OYC Quartermaster Store. 
 
Keeping tradition in mind, the usual Dessert Contest 
will also be on the agenda, so if chili isnôt your thing, you 
can compete against fellow dessert specialists.  But in 
the interest of adding new spice to the event, you can 
also enter a bid for most Awesome Appetizer. 
You will, by now, have noticed that these three contests 
span the culinary courses necessary for the menu of the 
day.  By entering the contest(s), you are fulfilling the 
usual ôbring a dish to shareô concept, but with a 
competitive twist.   First, second, and third place winners 
in each category will receive $20, $15, and $10 Gift 
Certificates to the OYC Quartermaster Store, which will 
be open for business at this event.   
 
Competitors may enter any one, two or all three of the 
categories.  Those who do not wish to compete, but do 
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